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Read On About

• New Office/Outreach Coordinator

• Board of Directors Meeting

• News About Mandatory Minimums 

& Women in Prison

Kudos for Delaware Interns 
The SURJ office thanks its undergraduate interns for volunteering their hard work over the last four months.
They put their combined knowledge of issues related to criminal justice and political science to use conduct-
ing research and gathering information in support of SURJ’s agenda for action.  They also helped to organize
events, maintain our website, and coordinate our annual appeal.

Chair Dale Wolf speaks with interns (from R to L) Kate Crossan, Victoria Mecleary, Gillian Andrews, Josh Locke, Stephanie Watson, and
Jen Macdonald and Office/Outreach Coordinator Dana Sorenson at  SURJ’s 2004 Annual Board of Trustees meeting.
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SURJ H
as N

ew
 O

ffice/
O

utreach Coordinator
D

ana Sorenson brings a unique blend of education
and experience to her position as SU

RJ’s new
O

ffice/O
utreach C

oordinator.  W
ith tw

o years in the
Am

eriC
orps program

, she brings to SU
RJ fam

iliarity
w

ith volunteer recruitm
ent and com

m
unity outreach,

as w
ell as experience w

orking w
ith non-profits 

through direct service.  She received a dual
Anthropology/Sociology Bachelor’s D

egree from
 

G
uilford C

ollege in G
reensboro, N

orth C
arolina.  For a portion of that tim

e,
she w

orked w
ith inm

ates in a m
inim

um
-security prison, helping them

 
prepare for their G

.E.D
.  In her hom

e state of D
elaw

are, D
ana has w

orked 
as a Legislative Page in the H

ouse of Representatives and as an intern at
C

H
ILD

, Inc. in W
ilm

ington.  

Am
ong D

ana's duties w
ill be m

anaging SU
RJ's office, building 

coalitions in support of our initiatives, and inform
ing our m

em
bers 

of im
portant developm

ents.

A
nnual Board of Trustees M

eeting 
a Success
Tw

enty SU
RJ Trustees gathered on Friday, D

ecem
ber 3, 2004 at the

C
om

m
unity Service Building in W

ilm
ington for the Annual Board of Trustees

m
eeting.  C

hair D
ale W

olf greeted attendees and oversaw
 the event. 

Policy C
om

m
ittee C

hair M
arlene Lichtenstadter and Executive D

irector 
Josh Tem

plet shared w
ith the Board the successes of last year and review

ed
SU

RJ’s 2005 agenda. A
t the top of the list is SU

R
J’s 2005 priority:

repealing D
elaw

are’s m
andatory m

inim
um

 drug law
s and 

returning sentencing discretion to our outstanding judiciary.
SU

RJ w
ill also continue its support of other sentencing reform

s, as w
ell as 

its prom
otion of the successful reentry of ex-offenders into the com

m
unity

and the availability of high-quality substance abuse and m
ental health 

treatm
ent, both in our prisons and in our com

m
unity. To view

 the full
2005 agenda, please visit SU

R
J’s w

ebsite at w
w

w
.surj.org 

G
uest Speaker Liane Sorenson, State Senator and SU

RJ Trustee, spoke about
her w

ork w
ith the C

ouncil of State G
overnm

ents as Vice C
hair of its

C
rim

inal Justice Board.  She stated her belief that the w
ork SU

RJ and sim
ilar

organizations around the country are doing to reform
 the crim

inal justice
system

 is extrem
ely critical.  She then cited w

ork being done on a national 
level through the C

ouncil of State G
overnm

ents to assist policym
akers, 

elected officials, crim
inal justice and m

ental health professionals, and others 

in im
proving m

ental health in the crim
inal justice system

 and successful
offender re-entry into the com

m
unity.  

C
anon Lloyd C

asson, Vice-C
hair of the Board of D

irectors, offered a w
arm

 
closing. H

e spoke of the vital w
ork that SU

RJ is doing, and the w
ays in w

hich
the Board of Trustees can assist SU

RJ’s efforts: by recruiting new
 m

em
bers,

scheduling a Speakers’ Bureau presentation, and contacting state legislators.  

SU
RJ w

ould like to thank its Board of Trustees for their continued support.  
O

ur Trustees’ netw
orking in the com

m
unity, service on SU

RJ com
m

ittees, 
and financial support m

ake possible SU
RJ’s efforts to im

prove D
elaw

are’s 
crim

inal justice system
.

SURJ W
elcom

es N
ew

 Board M
em

bers
At the annual m

eeting, the Board of Trustees voted unanim
ously to elect

three new
 m

em
bers to its Board of D

irectors. 

Ch
ris B

u
ccin

i, a partner in the Buccini/Pollin G
roup (BPG

), oversees
acquisitionsand redevelopm

ent projects. Previously, he w
as the D

irector 
of Acquisitions, and Senior Vice President of Barrow

 Street C
apital, LLC

, in
N

ew
 York. H

e is also a form
er vice president of Eastdil Realty.  

Louis Freeh
, Vice C

hairm
an and G

eneral C
ounsel at M

BN
A Am

erica Bank,
N

.A.,  previously served as a Special Agent in the FBI before becom
ing FBI

D
irector from

 1993 to 2001. H
e also served as an Assistant U

nited States
Attorney and U

nited States D
istrict Judge for the Southern D

istrict of 
N

ew
 York.  

M
atthew

 J. Lynch, Jr., Esq., Senior Vice President of W
ilm

ington Trust’s
W

ealth Advisory Services, also chairs the D
elaw

are C
hildren’s Advocacy

C
enter, an organization that assists child abuse victim

s. H
e is also a form

er
D

elaw
are D

eputy Attorney G
eneral. 

2004 A
nnual A

ppeal
SU

RJ w
ould like to offer a heartfelt thank you to all our m

em
bers w

ho 
contributed this year, as part of our annual appeal.  Since this fall, w

e 
have raised $25,800 from

 our Board of D
irectors, Board of Trustees, and

m
em

bership.  It is through our m
em

bers’ generous support that SU
RJ is

able to operate from
 year to year.  

If you
 h

ave n
ot yet con

tribu
ted, please con

sider doin
g so. Your

support w
ill help ensure that SU

RJ is able to help fram
e and preserve an

im
proved crim

inal justice system
 for D

elaw
areans now

 and in the future.  

W
e’d also like to extend our thanks to those of you w

ho have signed up
new

 m
em

bers, spoken w
ith your legislator, served on our com

m
ittees, and

otherw
ise given your tim

e to im
prove the quality of justice in our state.  

In The N
ew

s
M

andatory M
inim

um
s – W

hat’s H
appening

In O
ctober 2004, Pennsylvania responded to a grow

ing inm
ate population

and surging prison costs by easing several m
andatory m

inim
um

 sentences to
allow

 nonviolent drug offenders to serve shorter prison sentences and receive
better substance abuse treatm

ent. The change is expected to save the state
m

ore than $20 m
illion a year and to decrease the prison population, w

hich
currently stands at about 41,000 inm

ates.

M
ore recently, N

ew
 York, hom

e of the infam
ously harsh Rockefeller drug

law
s of the 1970s, passed a bill during D

ecem
ber 2004 that w

ill reduce
m

andatory sentences for several non-violent drug offenses and w
ill offer

early release into supervised com
m

unity-based treatm
ent to non-violent

offenders w
ho have participated in drug treatm

ent program
s, G

.E.D
. 

program
s, or com

m
unity w

ork crew
s. 

O
verall, m

ore than half the states have loosened sentencing policies in the
past three years, according to D

aniel F. W
ilhelm

, director of the State
Sentencing and Corrections Project at the Vera Institute of Justice in N

ew
 York.

M
eanw

hile, the injustice risked by m
andatory m

inim
um

 drug sentences
rem

ains clear. The N
ew

 York Tim
es

reported on N
ovem

ber 17, 2004 that 
a 25-year-old m

an w
as sentenced to 55 years in prison for possessing a

firearm
 w

hile selling a sm
all am

ount of m
arijuana, although he never

used, threatened to use, or brandished the w
eapon. The judge in the 

case expressed dism
ay w

ith having to sentence the m
an to such lengthy

im
prisonm

ent w
hen a rapist, m

urderer, or hijacker could all receive lesser
punishm

ents than that of this sm
all-tim

e drug dealer.

Rate of Fem
ale Incarceration on the Rise

M
ore and m

ore w
om

en are going to prison every year.  According to the
Justice D

epartm
ent's Bureau of Justice Statistics report, there w

ere 101,179
w

om
en in prisons in 2003, up 3.6 percent from

 2002. It is the first tim
e that

the fem
ale prison population has topped 100,000. The report also show

ed
that the incarceration rate for w

om
en is increasing at nearly tw

ice that of m
en. 

An article in Join Together O
nlineattributes the increased U

.S. prison 
population to longer sentences, especially for drug crim

es, and few
er 

inm
ates being granted parole or probation.  

In a recent opinion piece in The Philadelphia Inquirer, W
illiam

 D
iM

ascio,
executive director of the Pennsylvania Prison Society, credits this disturbing
trend to sentencing guidelines and m

andatory m
inim

um
 sentences.  “The

im
pact of these trends cannot be ignored,” w

rites D
iM

ascio. “W
hen m

en go
to prison, fam

ilies are disrupted and children lose role m
odels. W

hen w
om

en
go to prison, fam

ilies are destroyed and children’s lives are devastated.” 

V
isit SU

R
J’s w

ebsite at w
w

w
.surj.org for links to the full text of both

of these articles. 
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